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"So  it  is,"  growled  Otto    "Out  of
Harfem aijd Mechlin together I made five

crowns "

" So little ! " cried the armourer

" And the women, Otto," cned Franz.

" Women bring in no money1 "

" By Saint Nicholas! no, but they
spend it, eh Franz ? " cried another.

" If you're fool enough to give it them,
Louis/' said Franz "Mine cost noth-
ing "

" The better for you , nothing is what we
get under Alva I " growled Otto

" Ah t but the success, gentlemen," said
the armourer " Never a defeat' He is a
great general, the Duke of Alva! Even if
you have neither pay nor plunder, yet the
success, the success! "

" The success ! Much you know of it I
Stick to your trade. Did you ever hear of
Bretrthe ? "

" WeH, weU, Otto , 'twas the first time,"
,said Franz. "And Ferdinando Alvarez
does not make mistakes often Here is
Alkmaar ready for us, at least, and we have
nothing to do but eat and sleep here in the